I'LL BE IN 
AFTER A BIT, LOVE. 
JUST WANT TO JOT A 
L/NE OR TWO WHILE 
THEY'RE IN MY 
MIND. 


OKAY, BUT NOT 
TOO LONG. YOU HAVE TO 
TAKE BRAGGER TO SCHOOL IN 
THE MORNING, BECAUSE I'VE 
GOT THAT THING WITH 
MISTER TOOMEY. 


I'LL BE x 
GOOD. »- PROMISE. gs 


SLEEPING ON 
THE STAIRS AGAIN, 
FLANDERS? 


BE THE 
DEATH OF ME 
SOMEDAY. 


TRIP ON 
ME AND You'D 
JUST FLY THE REST 
OF THE WAY. SAFE 
AS HOUSES. 


Once mere I take up my pen with am urge 
amd divtrge (if I may be feryivem the pottic 
encers) onte one of the path lerk taken. 
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ANP I'M TOO COLD 
AND WETTOLOVE 
ALONG CHASE 
TODAY! _4 


I COULD 
SCATTER IT ¥ 


“A BEST TURN 
/ ate AND FLEE, DIRE 
rs WOLF, FOR YOU'VE 
. | CHASED ME 
TOO FAR. I'M NOT 

THE HELPLESS 

INSTEAD LITTLE GIRL YOU 
I'LL CRASH * PERCEIVED IN THE 
IT AROUND WOODS, AND HERE 
YOUR--! YOU'VE STUMBLED 

INTO MY PLACE 

OF POWER. 


GODS AND 
MONSTERS AND 
GREAT PRINCIPALITIES, 
WHO'VE FALLEN PREY 
TO MY WORKINGS, NOW 
DECORATE MY CHAMBERS 
AS STATUES AND 
COAT RACKS. 


FLEE NOW, 

I ADTURE YOU, 
LEST YOU SHARE 
THEIR STONY 

ETERNITY. g 


STRIKE ME 
IF YOU CAN, WITCH, 
FOR I'M HUNGRY AND 
INTEND TO EAT! 


py I THOUGHT SO” THOSE 
WHO CAN REALLY DO WHAT 
THEY PROMISE DON'T FIRST 
PAUSE TO PROMISE WHAT 


THEY CAN DO. 


"ee OM 


SQUEAL PLEASE! 

YOUR LAST I'm SO 

HURRIED PRAYER, YOUNG! 
FOR HERE IT 


7 — 


i ze 
We 


a ——_ 
r “geen AFRAID 
TO DIE BEFORE I'VE 
/ 
me YET LIVED! _ 
I'VE FULFILLED 
‘ NO DREAMS, ACCOMPLISHED 
NO GREAT DEEDS, AND NOT YET 
FELT A LOVER'S TOUCH. THAT'S 


A, PALTRY COIN TO TAKE INTO Ze 
: I BEG 


OF YOU, GREAT \ 
AND TERRIBLE { 
BEAST. : 


THEN SHOW 
SELF-INTEREST 
INSTEAD, FOR I'VE 
A BARGA/N 
TO STRIKE. 


a 


” WHAT CAN YO 
POSSIBLY OFFER IN 
RETURN FOR YOUR 


Wy, 
. 


I LIED ABOUT THIS CHAMBER _— , YOU'D MAKE 
BEING MY PLACE OF POWER. IT'S NAME Vou SCANT VITTLES, THAT 
MELD POW EEE Oe ONLIGHCRT a BARGAIN THEN, GIRL, \\ MUCH IS TRUE. AND T'VE 

OR TRANSFORMATIO f AND TELL IT TRUE ¥h STRIVED ALL MY DAYS TO 
0 alge > Geienatters 


I THOUGHT TO a \ 
FOOL YOU, FOR MY LIFE Saba Cees see 


WAS AT STAKE. BUT LOOK AT 
ME NOW WITH THE TRUE SIGHT 
I BELIEVE YOU TO POSSESS. 
YOU KNOW I'M NOT LYING 
THIS TIME. 


SWEAR 
AN OATH NOT 
TO HARM ME AND 
I'LL TELL YOU 
YOUR FATE. 


YOUCAN % 
TELL ME IF I'M 
EVER TO ACHIEVE 
HIS DESTRUC- 
TION? 
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rf 


ALL YOU 
NEED DO, GREAT 
WOLF, IS SWEAR YOUR 
OATH WITH STRONG 
WORDS. 


PAW PRINTS 
ALL OVER My 
DRESS. 


- T'VENEVER 
FORSWORN MYSELF YE 
CHILD, NOR WILL T. 4 


: sl AS 
sf | VAS \ 


FP Now, my rate, 
GIRL. TELL IT DIRECT; 


WITHOUT THE PRACTITIONER'S 
USUAL OBSCURE NONSENSE & 


AND CRYPTIC MUMBO 
JUMBO. 
N\A f 


HERE IT 
IS, THEN. 


THREE DAYS 
FROM NOW YOU DIE, 
TORN TO PIECES BY A 
TERRIBLE BEAST, AS 
BIG AND BAD AS 
YOURSELF. 


YOU NEVER 
MEET YOUR FATHER. 
YOU EXACT NO FURTHER 
REVENGES. YOU SIMPLY 
DIE AND ARE QUICKLY 
FORGOTTEN BY 
THE AGES. 


ae ye rr”. | 
The Wetf war Atrickem te hit 


A 


7 YOU CAN < 

STOP HIDING IN THE \ 

SHADOWS, MAGUS J; 
ATLANTES. _ 


THE MONSTER 
IS GONE AND ALL 
DANGER HAS 
PASSED. 


HIDING IN FEAR, 
MADAM, MERELY 
ACTING WITH 
DISCRETION. 


I'VE NO 
DESIRE FOR ANYONE, 
MAN OR BEAST, TO KNOW 
I'M KEEPING CLANDESTINE 
RENDEZVOUS WITH 
WOMEN FROM THE DEEP 
EALMS. 


BUT MY 
SWORD ARM IS FIT 
AND, AS EVER, I'VE MANY 
SPELLS OF ILLUSION, DIVERSION 
OR DESTRUCTION AT THE 
READY. 


DIT 
BECOME NECESSARY, 
I WOULD HAVE STEPPED 
IN AND SLAIN THE BEAST 
FOR YOU. 


an 

WAS ABLE TO 

WITH THE MONSTER, FOR T FEAR Wy, STILL ING OF NO 

HE MIGHT HAVE PROVED Too , MATTER NOW. SHALL We 
POWERFUL FOR THE TWO OF BARGAINZ 
US COMBINED. : 


LET'S DO SO. T 
SEE YOU'VE BROUGHT 
THE BOOK. MAY I 
SEE IT? 


THE BOOK OF 
FATES. WITH THIS I CAN 
ADD A HUNDRED NEW 
DESTINIES TO MY 
CACHE. 


WOULD THAT 
I HAD THE ABILITY TO 
MAKE FULL “SE OF ITS 
TREASURES AS YOU CAN. 
IT WAS STILL OF SOME 
UTILITY TO ME AND I'M 
RELUCTANT TO PART 
WITH IT. 


YES, THIS GRAND 
CHAMBER AND ITS 
PASSAGEWAYS ARE ALSO 
YOURS, LADY. 


I'VE RECENTLY 

COMPLETED MY CASTLE 

ba OF ILLUSIONS AND HAVE NO 
FURTHER NEED OF THIS 

>» PARTICULAR HIDEY- 

. HOLE. 


WY SURRENDER THIS Na 

PLACE TOO, MAGUS. J 
IT'S ALSO PART OF 
THE PRICE. 


I'VE MET 
YOUR PRICE, AS 
YOU CAN SEE. NOW 
I'LL HAVE MY 
PAYMENT. 


OF COURSE, 
SORCERER, OF 
COURSE. YOUR 
FATE, THEN, 
IS THIS. 


YOU WILL 
NOT AGE AND YOU'LL IN TIME YOU 
CONTINUE TO GROW IN V WILL MEET THE MOST 
STRENGTH AND POWER BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN 
AS THE CENTURIES MANY WORLDS, AND 
ACCUMULATE. KNOW THAT SHE IS 
THE <2 a YOUR 


d J 


OM Glial 


Perrone nt 
HER SKINAS 
PALE AS NEW FALLEN 
SNOW. HER HAIR AS DARK 
AS A RAVEN'S SECRET HEART. \ 


\ WILL EVENTUALLY PART TO * 
‘ CONFESS HER LOVE Gay 
FOR YOU. 
= 


- 4 
: SHE'LL BE Zi 
Y STRONG INWILD NY 
)/ MAGIC, THIS ONE, 
S| ADDING HER POWERS 
NHA\ TO YOURS AND IN TIME 
PA BEARING You SEVEN / 
: CHILDREN. 


YOUR SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS WILL NY 
GO ON TO BECOME THE 
GODS AND MONSTERS 
THAT LAY WASTE TO 
" WORLDS. ff 


> AND THE DOWN- 

SIDE? WHAT DOOMS ARE 

ALSO INCLUDED IN My 
NEW DESTINY? 


I TOLD you f= SA 
THIS FATE WAS BETTER 
THAN ALL OTHERS THAT 
HAVE EVER PASSED INTO 
MY CLASP. ANY WONDER 
THEN THAT I HELD OUT 
FOR A DEAR PRICE? 


PERFECT. 
EVERYTHING TL 
ASKED FOR AND 
MORE. 


IT DEPENDS ON 
WHAT YOU CONSIDER 
AN UNACCEPTABLE 

OUTCOME. 


YOU'LL OUTLIVE 
ALL YOUR CHILDREN, BUT 
ONLY AFTER YOU'VE DIED 
SEVEN TIMES. 


NOW, I TRUST YOu'LL 
REMAIN FOR A DAY OR TWO 
TO DETAIL THE WONDERS AND 
INTRICACIES OF MY NEW 
STRONGHOLD? 


/ my INTRIGUING 
me f A THOUGH, ISN'T 
a 4 


INN ™— IT? - 


OH NO, / 
I DIDN'T MEAN Jam 


To-- 


WHAT I MEANT To ‘ 
SAY, GREAT MONSTER OF 
THE WOODS, IS THAT I'D NO 
INTENTION OF BOTHERING 
YOU WITH MY UNWORTHY 
INTRUSION INTO YOUR 
TERRITORY. 4 


PURELY 
AN ACCIDENT 
THAT I HAPPENED 
TO COME THIS 
WAY. 


AND PERHAPS ™ 

I MIGHT POINT OUT 

I'D MAKE A SPARE AND 

TINY MEAL? HARDLY WORTH J 

A SINGLE SNAP AND : << 

GOBBLE? Sk ee WORRY, 
: : Sok TURTLE. 


we 
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Si 


~< 
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I'VE LOST ¥ | YOU SEEM 


My APPETITE | i Bee \Derrescen, | 4 4 
— A ie ; DEVASTATED, 


or IN FACT. 
oe 


AND WHAT DIRE 

EVENTS COULD BRING THE 
GREAT AND TERRIBLE LORD OF 
WOLVES TO SUCH A STATE 
OF MISERY? 


ONLY THE MOST 
IGNOBLE OUTCOME OF A 


AND BUILT IN INCREMENTS 
OF RAGE AND FURY. 


NOW ABOUT 
TO COME TO AN ABRUPT 
END, BEFORE ANY OF MY 
LOFTY GOALS WERE 
ACCOMPLISHED! 


STANDARD 
STUFF, REALLY. 


4 


WHAT LOFTY (aunt 
GOALS WERE 
THOSE, IF THE 


HUMELE OF 
CREATURES 

MAY BE SO 
BOLD AS TO 
INQUIRE? 


HUNT 
AND KILL My 
FATHER. 


Vee 2 as 7. 


DEVOUR HIM : 
TOO, BUTI W EATING NY 
WASN'T QU/TE ° YOUR OWN DAD 

\ DECIDED ON A COULD GET & 


* By CERTAINLY, 
4 : ADDING HIS MEAT 
rs Y TO MINE MIGHT BE 
CONSTRUED AS TOO 
CLOSE A FATHER- 
SON RELATION- 
SHIP, AND I WANT 
NO INHERITANCE 
FROMHIM. “cot 
PROBABLY 
WOULD HAVE 
JUST TORN HIM 
¥ LIMB FROM LIMB-- 
eh MAYBE PISSED ON 


BIT--AND LEFT 
“IT AT THAT. 


AWISE 
CHOICE, ALL THINGS 
CONSIDERED. 


IN ANY 
CASE, ALL THAT 
1S DONE NOW. 

OVER. 

- I'm 
DOOMED TO 
DIE TOMOR- 

ROW. 


DEAR 
ME. OF WHAT 
MALADY, MAY 


A MONSTER 
OF MY 
EQUAL. 


OH, I'LL ¥ 
TRY TO RALLY 
ENOUGH TO GIVE 
A GOOD ACCOUNT- 
ING OF MYSELF, 
BUT IT WON'T 
MATTER. 


my 
FATE IS 
SEALED. 


YOUR 
FATE DO YOU SAY, 
AUGUST SIR? 


SOME- 
TIMES LIVES IN 
PONDS? 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHERE SHE 
LIVES, BUT I FOUND HER 
IN A GREAT CAVE OF CONSID- 
ERABLE ENCHANTMENT. 
SHE WAS GREEN, 
THOUGH. 


NOT GOBLIN- 
SKIN GREEN. NOT A 
WART OR CANKER ON 
HER. SMOOTH GREEN 
SKIN SHE HAD. BAD 
NEWS HANDED TO 
ME BY A alk? 


Wy v, f N 
(‘] a n la 

NO MATTER. . “a 
ONE CANNOT ESCAPE 


\. HIS OWN FATE. 


BUT THAT'S 
1 JUST THE THING, SIR. * 
| / !T MAY NOT HAVE BEEN 
YOUR FATE, FOR SHE 
IS POWERFUL INDEED, 
CONNIVING AT ALL 

TIMES, AND OFTEN 
WHIMSICAL. 


YOU SEE, 
SHE DOESN'T 
REVEAL FATES, 
SHE ASS/GNS 
THEM. 


AND CAN 
UNASSIGN 
THEM. 


YES. S 
MY FATE WAS 
REVEALED To 
ME ONLY YESTERDAY. 
TOMORROW I AM & § 
DOOMED TO 
DIE. 


REVEALED, 
YOU SAY? IT WOULDN'T 


HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO 


YOU VIA THE PRONOUNCEMENT 
OF THE GREEN WOMAN, 
WOULD IT2 


S/N ON 
I KNOW 
SHE'S 


PERHAPS ON THE 
OUTSIDE, BUT UGLY AS 


NICE FROCK. 


PRETTY 


THE INSIDE, FOR 
OF THIS WOMAN. 
A TERROR INA 


Oo 


NEXT: R RECKONING 


A REVOLUTION 
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I DON'T 
FAINTEST IDEA, 1 
NTEST IDEA, 
\ tom. y* 
FAR AWAY 
/ FROM HERE IS 
THE BEST I CAN 
» PURPOSE. 


( SOMEWHERE \ © 
SAFE, RIGHT? ) 


HOPE AT LEAST. \ WE SHOULD HAVE | 
OLD TOM NUMBER WAITED FOR TOM THIRTY- \ 


T\ Four ALWAYS SAlD, 
g I HOPE Ian'T A 
PLAN.” 


| / We'LL HAVE TON 

7 PRESUME THIRTY- \~ 

SEVEN WAS TAKEN, 

4 JUST LIKE NINE, fy J 

| EIGHTEEN, FORTY- 

P FOUR AND SIXTYy- 
ONE. 


ALONG 
WITH HUNDREDS 
OF OTHER RUMBLE 
TUMBLE TOMS OVER 
THE PAST FEW 


p SOMETHING 

TERRIBLE \S SINGLING 
US OUT IN PARTICULAR. /’ 
SOMETHING FROM-- 


AND A 
LOW NUMBER, 
TOO! 


- \ AMy) i 
BUILDING THE BEST Va 44) [, 
AG OF MARBLES Jp 
EVER! _, ~NOWWHERE 
DID THAT OTHER 
MARBLE-RIDING 
MAN GO? A 


ROLL, TOM. 
ROLL FOR YOUR L/FE, 
BUT T THINK 'TIS FoR 
NAUGHT. THE DAY OF 
TOMS IS PAST. 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
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